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Bordentown Yacht Club Newsletter October 2007 

Upcoming Events for October 
1st       -   General Membership Meeting 8:00 P.M. 
5th-7th -   Frostbite Cruise 
15th    -   Trustees Meeting 8:00 P.M. 
20th    -   Oktoberfest Party 
 
Upcoming Events for November 
3rd    -        Change of Watch Party  
5th    -       General Membership Meeting 8:00 P.M. 
10th/11th – Work Parties 
17th/18th – Work Parties 
19th        -  Trustees Meeting 8:00 P.M. 
 
 

Bordentown Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 11 
Bordentown, NJ 08505 
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Melanie Horahan Fleet Captain’s Report for October 
 
The Frost Bite Cruise is Friday and Saturday nights, 
October 5th & 6th, this is Columbus Day Weekend.  If you 
want to attend, please call Philadelphia Marine Center 
ASAP and reserve your space with Barbara, 215-931-
1000, and let me know you are attending.   We are having 
a cocktail party Saturday evening that I need to plan for.  
If we have 10 boats attending we receive a 20% discount, 
so come out and use your boat! 
 
Oktoberfest will be October 20th.  We will be having an 
authentic German band, singer and food.  See myself or 
Scott for tickets, the price is $15.  Let’s make this a fun 
end of the year bash! 
 
If anyone has any pictures from this year, the cruise, 
parties, anything, please forward them to me, I want to put 
some on the website, but also make a book for the club. 
 
 
See you on the water! 
Melanie 
 
Melanie Horahan - 2007 Rear Commodore Request 
for November Work Parties 
 
I’m looking forward to the work parties….. they will be 
November 10/11, 17/18.  If you know what days you will 
be attending, please let me know.  Also, if you could let 
me know if you have any areas of expertise, any project 
ideas, or even what you have done in previous years, it 
would be helpful and appreciated!   
We are going to need kitchen volunteers and Junior 
Members, you are getting involved too, please pick a day 
or two you can help serve lunch! 
 
  
Change of Watch 
 
Hold the date of  Saturday, November 3rd , for BYC’s 
Change of Watch.  See the flyer in this newsletter.  You 
should have received formal invitations by now; if not, 

call Gabby.  It’s our most glamorous party of the year.  
Formal wear: if you got ‘em, wear ‘em.  
 
 
 
2007 Officers and Trustees Election Results 
 
The membership at the Oct. 1st meeting voted for the 2007 
Officers and the two open Trustee positions.  I am happy 
to report the results: 
 
Commodore – William Ulrich 
Vice Commodore – Tim  Morton 
Rear Commodore –  Melanie Horahan 
Fleet Captain – Scott Jones 
Secretary – Pete Bergin 
Treasurer – Chester Klabbatz 
 
And the two 2007 Trustees are: 
 
Guy Errickson PC  
Frank Falconio (re-elected), joining our other trustees: 
John Montagna PC 2008 
Anthony Restuccia PC 2008 
William Branchide 2009 
Brady Hill 2009 
 
Editor’s Notes: 
 
Please email news items, corrections, and column ideas, to 
the editor (John Griffin) at:  john@mosey.org 
 
  
 
 
And a Huge Thank You to Gabby: 
 
Gabby Dibaczy has decided to take a well-deserved 
retirement from service as an elected officer/trustee of the 
Bordentown Yacht Club, effective as of November 2007.  
I know we all wish Gabby and Elaine a very happy second 
retirement (his first retirement, from Powers Electric,  was 
in 2004).  For our new members, and to refresh the 
memories of our ‘old’ members, here is a reprint of the 

 
BYC Happenings 

 
October 2007 
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“Member Profile” from the June 2006 issue of this 
newsletter: 
 

Member Profile 

I had planned to begin this feature for the June issue, and 
was wondering whom to first profile, when the Board of 
Trustees made my decision so easy: they voted to honor 
Gabby Dibaczy, by making him our newest BYC Lifetime 
Member.  
 
We all know Gabby, and his wife, Elaine, but I thought 
you might like to know more about him.  I interviewed 
Gabby and found even more to admire. 
 
Gabby was born 11/23/1946, and graduated from high 
school in 1964, then attended Trenton Jr. College.  He 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1966 and served two tours of 
duty in Vietnam, aboard a wooden minesweeper, the USS 
Conflict MSO 426 (ever wonder about the license plate on 
Gabby’s Scion?). 
 
Gabby was discharged from the navy in 1970 with a rank 
of EM-2, and started electrical apprentice training in Local 
#269 IBEW; he completed this training in 1974, and 
passed the State Master Electrician Contractor’s Test.   
 
He was employed by Wright Electric Co. from 1970 to 
1983, having started as a first year apprentice and 
finishing as president of the company. 
 
Then he started the Powers Electric Co. in 1984 and 
retired in 2004 as CEO. 
 
Gabby’s first boat was a 1960 wood May craft that he 
bought in 1980; later he owned a 27’ IMP, a 26’ Cruiser, 
and a 43’ Trade Winds that he purchased in 1988 and still 

owns – ah yes, the beautiful “Crazy Lady” at the end of 
the small dock. 
 
And now for his BYC history: he was Rear Commodore 
(three times), Vice Commodore, Commodore (1995), 
Trustee and is currently serving as Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees. 
 
Gabby has been involved with many crucial infrastructure 
projects over the years, such as: 
bulkhead project in the front of the club, and front parking 
lot 
designing and building a new pile driver 
designing and building a new work float 
designing and building all the small docks 
designing and building the north and south ramps, 
approaches, and towers 
upgrading the steel work boat 
the bathroom project 
the kitchen project 
the south end bulkhead project. 
 
And did you know that Captain Gabby has earned his 
Coast Guard Captain’s license?  I, along with many 
others, can attest to his ability in teaching close quarter 
handling, particularly docking and leaving the dock.  I will 
always be grateful to Gabby for being so patient with such 
a novice as I was. 
 
Ask Gabby about his scariest maritime experience; nope, 
not crossing the Pacific, having to tie yourself in your 
bunk to keep from being tossed out.  Much more recent…. 
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Boating Tech Talk 
  
Since there are many BYC members who trailer their boats and 
store them for the winter at home on trailers, and since within a 
month, all boats will be removed from our docks, I thought it 
might be worthwhile to part of an article from the Seaworthy 
archives. 
 
Material in Seaworthy may be reprinted with credit to 
“Seaworthy, the BoatU.S. Marine Insurance and Damage 
Avoidance Report.” 
 
Thanks for the following excerpts from an article in 
“Seaworthy”: 
 
Trailer Maintenance 
 
Three things dictate how often a trailer needs to be inspected: 
where it is used; how often it is used; and how hard it is used. A 
fourth consideration, just to complicate the discussion, might be 
the quality of the trailer itself. As a bare-bones minimum, any 
trailer should be thoroughly inspected at the start of each 
boating season. Even if the trailer isn’t used regularly, an annual 
inspection and any subsequent maintenance will protect its 
value. If a trailer is going to be used frequently, will be dunked 
in saltwater, and will spend many hours traveling over bumpy 
roads, you’ll want to inspect key components much more often. 
 
Protecting Trailers from Thieves: A Few Suggestions 
 
Wayne thought he was being prudent bringing his boat home for 
the winter. His marina wasn't in an especially good 
neighborhood and, besides, nobody would watch after his boat 
the way that he would. You can guess the rest. Despite Wayne's 
caution, he returned from work late one afternoon to an empty 
driveway. His boat had been stolen (Claim #876373A). 
 
It's no wonder that trailer boat thefts appear so frequently in the 
BoatU.S. claim files. Imagine leaving thousands of dollars 
stored in large crates marked MONEY on a trailer in your 
driveway. An exaggeration? Maybe. But to a thief, especially a 
professional, a boat on a trailer is not much different than a 
stack of dollar bills. Simply parking a boat in a driveway in 
front of your house offers little or no security. But there are a 
few simple tricks, shown below, that will make a boat on a 
trailer a much less attractive target for thieves. 
 
• Remove the tires. This not only makes it much harder to pull 
the trailer, storing the tires indoors (out of the sunlight) prolongs 
their life and reduces the chances of a flat tire. As an added 
precaution against theft, be sure to remove the hub nuts and 
store them with the tires. 
 
• If possible, store the boat in the backyard or in the garage so 
that it can't be seen by passers-by. If the boat has to be stored in 
the driveway, don't leave the trailer hitch facing the street. Even 
if the hitch is locked or has been removed, professional thieves 
carry coupler devices that can be quickly attached to the trailer. 
 

• Locks are available for props and some model outdrives. 
Smaller outboards should be taken off and stored in the garage. 
 
• The more you take off of your boat, the less attractive it will 
be to a thief. Take all valuable equipment and documents off of 
the boat for the winter. Small motors, seats, and spray dodgers 
are all candidates for indoor storage. 
 
• Remove the trailer's license plate and, if possible, the tail 
lights. 
 
• If practical, chain the trailer to a tree. 
 
• Invest in a dog, preferably one with a nasty disposition to deter 
strangers. 
 
(For the full text of this article on boat trailering, please go to 
http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/trailer/default.asp) 
 
Tired of the high costs of fuel for your boat?  Ever think 
of a solar-powered boat? 
 
“Solar-powered yacht ‘steaming’ steadily across the Atlantic 
 
Despite running into occasional heavy seas, Sun21, the 
breakthrough catamaran propelled entirely by solar-powered 
motors, is making good headway on its cross-Atlantic voyage 
from Seville, Spain to New York City.  The crew has been 
blogging since they shoved off in December, and things are 
going so well that they decided to skip the planned stop in Cape 
Verde and make a direct crossing to Martinique. The cat's 
rooftop panels are supplying enough juice to push the 11-ton 
yacht through waves up to 12 feet, maintaining average speeds 
of between 4 and 5 knots, the boat's electrical gear constantly 
handling the balancing act between charging batteries and 
expending power.  Slow? Yes. But a watershed event, perhaps, 
for the boat industry, showing that there are better alternatives 
on the horizon for diesel-chugging stinkpotters. 
 
You can track the voyage here at the Sun21 site.” 
 
For the full text of this blog, go to: 
 
http://blogs.business2.com/waterlog/2007/01/solarpowered_ya.h
tml 
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For Reservations, Contact Gabby 
Phone: 609-499-1126 
Email:  captaingabby1@comcast.net 
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Phone 609-393-2546 


